
Year 3 Geography  

Investigating Tropical Rainforests 

Things you should already know: 

 How to use the compass directions North, South, East & West 

 The location of hot & cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator & the 

North & South Poles 

Key Vocabulary 

Human geography Explores the links between people, place and the environment in 

a specific location 

Physical geography Explores the natural processes  that shape the earth’s surface 

Climate The average weather over a long period of time 

Tropical rainforests Rainforests that are found close to the equator, where it is warm 

Land use  What the land in a particular place is used for 

Deforestation Large areas of forest/trees are cut down 

Endangered A plant or animal species that is at risk of becoming extinct 

Settlement A place where people have built homes to live in 

Economy How much money a country or place has; how its doing making 

goods to sell 

Economic activity The amount a country sells and makes 

New Learning for Year 3: 

 Know what a tropical rainforest is & where they are located.  

 Name continents & countries that have areas of rainforest. 

 Know the difference between temperate & tropical rainforests. 

 Name & describe the four layers of vegetation in a rainforest. 

 Identify animals that live in tropical rainforests. 

 Understand & describe the climate of a tropical rainforest. 

 Compare tropical rainforest climates with climates in other parts of the world. 

 Know that there are settlements in the rainforest & describe the way of life of 
traditional tribespeople. 

 Explain how people use the rainforest sustainably to survive. 

 Know that rainforests around the world are under threat. 

 Describe reasons why tropical rainforests are destroyed & ways they can be     
protected.. 

Key Skills: 

 Use world maps, globes & atlases to identify the Equator, Tropic of Capricorn & the 
Tropic of Cancer, continents & countries. 

 Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including types of     
settlement and land use. 

 Use aerial photographs to investigate the physical & human features, land use & 
threats facing tropical rainforests.  



Year 3 Geography  

Investigating Tropical Rainforests 

Scan  this QR code to  
learn more about   
rainforest destruction. 

Scan this QR code to 
find out more about 
tropical rainforests. 


